Virtual Pig Dissection 

http://www.whitman.edu/biology/vpd/main.html 
Instructions: Be sure to read the information and instructions on the VPD site and make careful observations of the fetal pig.  Have fun exploring its anatomy and be sure to notice the similarities between the pig and our own anatomy.  Take the online quizzes to check your understanding. 
Anatomical References
1. Describe the following regions in your own words:

a. Anterior- 
b. Posterior- 
c. Dorsal- 
d. Ventral- 
Sexing your Pig
2. How can you tell if the pig is male or female?  Describe.

Digestive system
3. Describe the appearance of the following organs in the virtual dissection and describe their functions:
a. Stomach- 
b. Small intestine- 
c. Large intestine- 
d. Liver-  

e. Gall bladder- 
4. What is the pyloric sphincter?

5. Describe the appearance and function of the spleen.

6. Describe the appearance and function of the pancreas.

Excretory system
7. Describe the external appearance of the kidney.

8. Describe the kidney’s function.

9. Describe the internal structure of the kidney.  How does structure relate to function?

10. Describe the structure and function of the ureters.
11. Describe the structure and functions of the bladder.  Why do you think the bladder needs to be elastic (stretchy)?

Circulatory system

12. Describe the following structures in the heart and describe their functions:
a. Right atrium- 
b. Right ventricle- 
c. Left atrium- 
d. Left ventricle- 
e. Aorta- 
Reproductive system

13. Which organs in the female produce eggs?  Describe.

14. Which organs in the male produce sperm?  Describe.

Respiratory system

15. Describe the trachea.  What is the role of cartilage?

16. Describe the following in terms of appearance and function:
a. Bronchi and bronchioles- 
b. The lungs- 
c. The diaphragm- 
Nervous System

17. Observe and describe the pig’s brain.

18. The brain can be divided into four lobes.  Describe each of the following in terms of location and function:
a. Frontal- 
b. Parietal-  

c. Temporal-  

d. Occipital- 
19. Describe the medulla oblongata and its function.

20. What is the corpus callosum?

21. What is the function of vertebrae? 

22. Describe the most interesting things that you learned about the anatomy and physiology of a fetal pig. 
